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What is “Innovation”?

Innovation holds a broad spectrum of definition for a multitude of stakeholders around the world with varied products and

interests. In general terms, Webster's Dictionary defines innovation as, “The act of beginning something new or unusual”.

In a market as large as Los Angeles County, “new or unusual” products and processes have a long history of innovation
successes. In fact, one might say that creativity is L.A.'s biggest business. The list of things invented in Los Angeles

ranges from the space shuttle to the skateboard, from blockbuster drugs to fortune cookies.

The creative atmosphere of Los Angeles County is a draw to people and firms from around the globe. It's one reason
why all major automakers have design studios in the Southern California region. In fact, half of all the world's auto
designers graduated from the Art Center College of Design in Pasadena. Video game development is another
important creative industry in Los Angeles. Our unique geographic position, entrepreneurial spirit and skilled workforce
have allowed us to capitalize on global trends, producing some of the world’s most note-worthy achievements in fields

ranging from science to recreation.

When discussing innovation, it is important to note that the definition of “new technology” is elusive. Based on
current market perceptions and advancements in high-technology, the industries involved are multi-faceted; many are
in a state of constant evolution. The Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) or updated North American Industrial
Classification System (NAICS) codes used by the federal government to gather business data do not provide much
help. The moving target of “new” technologies makes it complicated to group industries in the same fashion we have
become accustomed to. Innovation is encompasses broad areas of both manufacturing and services, it can also
include industries that one would not “typically” classify as “innovative”. For example a commercial air manufacturer
may also be involved in defense related research and development or a major movie studio may also have an arm

involved in creating new technology services to speed the production cycle along.

L.A. County contributes to U.S. position as a global leader in the majority of innovative and high-technology markets in

terms of production, consumption, exports and imports.
“Innovate LA!”

“Innovate LA!” is an Innovation Resource Guide for Los Angeles County that was created by the Los Angeles County
Economic Development Corporation to help business operators access the vast array of support services available to
innovative businesses throughout Los Angeles County. It contains information, resources and promising business

opportunities available in the Los Angeles County Innovative Business Community.

Funding for the Innovation Resource Guide was provided as part of a “Workforce Innovation in Regional Economic
Development" (WIRED) grant that was awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor to the State of California and the
California Space Authority. The $15 million/3-Year grant supported the development of the "California Innovation

Corridor" (The Corridor) network.

The Corridor includes the California Space Authority; the State of California's Labor and Workforce Development
Agency and Employment Development Department; and over 60 industry, academic, workforce, and economic
development participants extending across 13 counties. The Corridor team is conducting a joint effort to drive
entrepreneurship, global manufacturing competitiveness, and 21st century workforce development. The three primary

Corridor goals of the WIRED grant are Innovation Support, Industrial Rejuvenation, and Talent Development.
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“What'’s in the Guide”

The Innovation Resource Guide (IRG) has been designed to provide an electronic source of service providers,
educational institutions, venture capital sources and annual conferences dedicated to the support of businesses in the
emerging technologies. Sections in the IRG include a listing of technology assistance service providers, general

business assistance providers, technology-based academic programs, and a listing of annual conferences and events.

The IRG is maintained on the website of the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC).
In an effort to provide the most current information available to businesses, the IRG will be revised to add additional

programs as they become available, or to update existing information.

Legend

The listings in the TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROVIDERS section of this directory offer a variety of services.

Please refer to these icons as reference for the type of service each provides.
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Advanced Transportation
Technologies and Energy
(ATT&E) Centers

Contact:
A California Community College Initiative
Website: www.attcolleges.org

Cerritos Community College
11110 Alondra Boulevard
Norwalk, CA 90650-6298

Phone: (562) 860-2451 EXT: 3904

Long Beach Community College
1305 E. Pacific Coast Highway
Long Beach, CA 90806

Phone: (562) 938-3067

Fax: (562) 938-3161

Rio Hondo College

3600 Workman Mill Road
Whittier, CA 90601-1699
Phone: (562) 463-7368
Fax: (562) 463-4603

Type of Services Provided:

The Advanced Transportation Technologies and Energy Initiative (ATTEI) was
established by the California Community College's Economic and Workforce
Development Program. In particular it was created as a means for keeping
California competitive as a national leader in advanced transportation
technologies and to transform the workforce in the rapidly developing,
technology-driven transportation industry, while improving the environment and
stimulating the economy. Over the fifteen years since the ATTEI was created, it
has and continues to respond to this guiding principle by providing an array of
transportation technology and related technical education, assistance and
outreach programs throughout California. The results are consistent, replicable
curriculum, services and programs tailored to the needs of each region and
employers in California. The ATTEI is guided by a Statewide Initiative Director in
the Chancellor's Office, Peter Davis, and has ten (10) Centers, strategically
located throughout the Community College Regions in California. Three centers

are located within the Los Angeles region and are included here for reference.

For more information, contact a center directly at the address or phone listed.

AERO Institute

(Aerospace, Education, Research,
Operations) Institute

A NASA-sponsored partnership

Type of Services Provided:

The Aerospace Education Research Operations (AERO) Institute is a not-for-profit
collaboration of government, academia, and industry, located in the Palmdale Institute
of Technology. The AERO Institute leverages the assets of NASA, Federal, State and
Regional government agencies, Space Grant Universities and other academic
institutions, commercial companies and local industry partners, and nonprofits
engaged in broad-reaching research and operations programs as well as addressing
the need for technically skilled workforce for the United States in the 21st century.

To develop the necessary pipeline of students, the AERO Institute also supports
Science, Technology, Engineering, Math (STEM) education at all levels. The AERO
Institute provides direct support for the NASA education programs for Dryden and

CALIFORNIA California

r‘ - (ECorider www.InnovateCalifornia.net V&ipeé

SPACE
AUTHORITY


http://www.attcolleges.org



